


I WANTED TO BE USED 
BY GOD
Dawn’s first connection with the Soul Care counseling ministry at College Park was through 
premarital counseling with her now-husband, Matt. The experience eventually led to Dawn 
taking a step of faith to pursue one-on-one counseling, a decision that she says made a major 
impact in her life. 

After one-on-one counseling, Dawn recalls being asked to consider taking Soul
Care training classes in order to become a counselor for others. She was 
hesitant. “I never felt like I could speak into other people’s lives,” Dawn 
admits. But she kept getting asked. In time, God used a request for 
sharing her testimony with the church as the push she needed to 
say “yes.”

“I saw counseling as a huge and extraordinary thing—which 
made it seem like it was too big for me,” she says. “But it’s not. 
It’s ordinary. And I’m ordinary, and that’s exactly what God uses. 
Second Corinthians 4:7 tells us, ‘But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not 
to us.’”

Taking the Soul Care training classes gave Dawn new confidence in 
God’s Word, pushed her to understand Scripture and her own beliefs, 

and gave her the skills she needed to speak truth and go to God’s Word 
to find answers.

“Every step of the way, I wanted to be used by God, and tried to have open 
hands to be used by him through it all,” she says. “I had God-confidence, 
not self-confidence. We’re all a mess, we’re all broken. None of us know 
what to say, but it’s about God, it’s not about you. God’s Word speaks for 
itself. God is the perfect counselor, and he uses broken vessels,” Dawn 
encourages.

Dawn continues to counsel and is now working with the women of Heart 
Change Ministry, one of our Urban Outreach partners in the Brookside 

community. She’s finding that God continues to use her story and her care for 
others to make himself known. And her favorite part? “Speaking biblical truth to 

others is also speaking and reminding myself of truth.”
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all a mess, 
we’re all 
broken...

but it’s about God, 
it’s not

about you.

https://www.yourchurch.com/counseling


In late 2014, the members of College Park Church 
voted to proceed with a church plant in the Fishers 
community. 

The desire for the church was born out of the newly-
formed Next Door Mission, a church planting 
model that would further mobilize our people to 
go next door and launch healthy, gospel-centered 
churches around the greater Indianapolis area. 
Fishers was the first big step.

In years since, the College Park Family of Churches 
has grown to include congregations in Castleton, 
Greenwood, and Pike Township. Now, College Park 
Church Fishers is a thriving, self-governing church 
under the leadership of Lead Pastor Chris Beals. 
College Park Church Castleton is also well on its 
way to self-governing status this spring, under the 
leadership of Lead Pastor Tommy Johnston.

While the churches will function as autonomous 
bodies of believers, both will continue to be part of 
the College Park Family of Churches—a connection 
that Chris says is invaluable.

“Each pastor brings a unique set of gifts to the table 
that the Lord has really used to mesh us as close 
friends,” he says.

“It really does feel like a peer relationship with a set 
of siblings,” Tommy agrees. “We regularly pray for 
each other and are constantly getting updates from 
other pastors on ways we can support them.”

Within the family of churches, pastors also share 
ideas. So, the guest services model you see at 
Castleton is the same one Lead Pastor T.C. Taylor 
implemented at One Fellowship Church. The 
Backyard Bible Clubs hosted by College Park 
Church Greenwood are an idea from College Park 
Church Fishers.

Being part of the family 
of churches allows for 
a continuation of 
the care that both 
congregations 
have experienced 
throughout the church 
planting process, 
particularly from 
College Park Church 
(North Indy). 

“Tangibly, we’ve felt the impact 
and continue to reap the fruit of 
College Park’s investment,” Chris says. “The church 
encouraged and sent about two hundred people 
to College Park Fishers when we launched. Those 
people were Small Group leaders, volunteers, and 
very mature believers who contributed to ministry 
at North Indy; a big hit for them, but it set us up 
very well.”

As a final step toward self-governance, Chris and 
Tommy’s churches will soon adopt new names—a 
reflection of their own unique context and ministry. 
College Park Church Fishers will be known as 
Pennington Park Church and College Park Church 
Castleton will become Castleton Community 
Church. 

It’s a change that is both exciting and humbling.
“I try to remind my church often to be thankful 
for College Park North Indy,” Chris says. “I can’t 
imagine completing the building project we are 
right now without the land North Indy gave us and 
the work its people have done behind the scenes. 

We are incredibly thankful.”

PLANTING HEALTHY 
CHURCHES 
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FULFILLING THE
GREAT COMMISSION 
AT EVERY AGE

Alma Walker and Isaac Pettersen may never have developed a relationship if not for a four thousand-
mile journey to London, England.

Yet, once they committed to the summer 2019 London Vision Trip, Alma and Isaac found they had 
more in common than they realized: Both were going alone. Both would celebrate a birthday while 
on the trip—Isaac’s thirteenth and Alma’s eighty-sixth. And, both have a passion for evangelism.

The unlikely friendship developed as Alma, Isaac, and the other team members shared the gospel 
on the streets of London. They passed out Arabic copies of the New Testament, which is viewed 
as a holy book according to the Quran. Their goal was to engage with the many Arabs from closed 

countries who vacation in London. 

Some of the people, Isaac notes, were thrilled to receive the books. Others were 
hesitant but intrigued.

‘‘Is this in Arabic?’” Alma remembers one man asking—they had given him 
a book on a prior evening and he had returned with more questions. After 

Alma told him that it was, she explained what was in it. He said he was a 
Muslim from Sudan, but he indicated that he was interested in learning 
more about Christianity. Isaac and a few others joined the conversation 
and talked with the man for over an hour before exchanging 
information so the local Arabic pastors could follow up with the man.

“I’d told people about Jesus, but I’d never done anything like that 
before,” Isaac says of the trip. “It’s easy to see Muslims as very different 

people, but when you’re on the streets talking with them, you realize 
they’re just people like you—and they’re very kind.”

According to Alma, Isaac’s excitement and youthful spirit contributed a 
lot to the trip’s dynamics, particularly as the team was on the streets from 

4:30-9:30 p.m. daily.

“We walked and walked and walked,” Alma remembers.

“—and she walked faster than all of us!” Isaac says.

Alma attributes it all to the Lord. She believed that God called her to go on the trip, so she had faith 
that he would provide for her needs. And he did.

“Never fear anything that God asks you to do,” she encourages others. “We experience great joy and 
blessing by simply obeying.”

“There’s so much you can learn,” Isaac adds. “You hear about this stuff at church and think it’s 
amazing, but to actually go there is so impactful. I didn’t want to leave at the end because it’s so much 
fun to share Jesus with people.”
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Karesse Warren and Ellie Anderson first met in the fall of 
2016. Ellie was entering her freshman year of high school 
and Karesse was serving with Student Ministries as the 
freshman girls’ Small Group leader.

What began as a once-a-week group meeting soon
developed into a deeper discipleship relationship, 
something Ellie found very encouraging.

“Over the years, Karesse has helped me through some 
really hard seasons of life,” Ellie says. “And as we met, she 
mentioned some of her prayer requests—which really 
showed me her trust.”

That openness is what prompted Ellie to consider 
Karesse when Lead Pastor Mark Vroegop encouraged the 
church to pray big prayers in January of 2019. Ellie wrote 
Karesse’s name on a sticky note and placed it on a white 
door alongside thousands of others. From that point on, 
Ellie prayed for Karesse daily. Specifically, she prayed 
that Karesse would find a godly husband—a longing that 
Karesse herself admits she had given up praying for.

A few months later, Karesse told Ellie that she had 
connected with one of the other high school leaders, 
Josh, while coming back from High School Winter 
Retreat. She told Ellie that they had begun dating shortly 
thereafter and that her relationship with Josh was pretty 
serious.

“Once Karesse told me that things with Josh were 
serious, I told her that I had been praying for her future 
relationship,” Ellie says. “I could hardly hold it in, and I 
was overflowing with joy for her.”

Karesse had no clue that Ellie had been praying for her.
“I was humbled that she cared enough about my life to be 
praying something that big that I had not even asked her 
to be praying for,” Karesse remembers.

For Karesse, Ellie’s faithful prayer reminded her how 
important it is to walk alongside others and be praying 
for them. More personally, it reminded her that God 
truly does care about the details of our lives—of her life.

For Ellie, the experience has been equally impactful. 
When she began praying for Karesse, she was in a 
spiritually dry season—feeling lonely and doubting if 
God was actually present.

Her faith was strengthened when she heard that Karesse 
was dating Josh, and even more so when she learned of 
the couple’s engagement. And while Ellie acknowledges 
that God’s answers don’t always look the way we expect 
them to, they are always good.

“It is a hundred percent normal to be scared of praying 
big prayers,” Ellie says. “But through his grace, God wants 
to speak to us through prayer. . . we can rest, knowing 
that he is for us and not against us.”

It was this message that Ellie shared at Karesse and 
Josh’s wedding this past December, reading of God’s 
faithfulness to King David in Psalm 34.

Karesse, once again, was reminded of how much Ellie has 
taught her throughout their time together. This, she says, 
is why student discipleship is so important.

“It  is not just necessary for the sake of impacting the 
next generation,” she explains. “It’s necessary because it 
teaches us more about who God is as we see him change 
and impact the lives of those different than ourselves.

THE POWER OF
DISCIPLESHIP &
PRAYER 
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NEIGHBORING 
THROUGH MUSIC
A year and a half ago, Robin Kim began giving her sons piano lessons in their Broad Ripple 
home. So, when it came time for a Christmas recital, she started thinking about a location 
for Thomas and Daniel to showcase what they’d learned.
 
Rather than seeing a dilemma, Robin saw an opportunity. The recital, she realized, could be 
held in their home.
 
“We turned it into a neighborhood get together,” she says. The Kims baked cookies and 
made sure they had enough Christmas concert invitations to invite their neighbors to come 
to the concert the following week as a follow-up.
 
“The boys were so excited,” Robin remembers. “They invited a few of their friends... and 
Thomas even made a program for the evening.”
 
The 2019 recital grew to include more young pianists, but its focus 
remained simple: create a place for people to connect.
 
“[Connecting with neighbors] doesn’t take much time and 
it isn’t hard. But we do have to be intentional,” Robin says. 
 
For the Kim family, that intentionality has led to other 
neighborhood gatherings, like a summer ice cream social.
 
It’s something Thomas and Daniel have become 
passionate about, as well. They are eager to invite their 
friends to church and to the annual Christmas concert. 
Thomas, in particular, has made it his mission to consider 
ways his family can engage with the neighbors.
 
The wintertime piano recital has become one of the family’s 
favorite ways to do so.
 
“Our house was built in 1952,” Robin says with a laugh. “It’s small and half the people can’t 
see the boys while they’re playing.”
 
But ultimately, that isn’t the point. Robin believes her neighbors—many of whom are 
hurting and lonely during the holidays—are compelled by the chance to connect and feel 
loved.
 
“It’s easy to say, ‘I don’t have the house for it,’” she admits. “But it’s the heart that draws 
people in. We’re just asked to be willing and open.”
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guests at the 2019
Christmas Concert

8,507

given to support medical ministry 
in West Africa

$1,361,445

Member ECFA  |  Financial audit
at yourchurch.com/finances

people attended DISCOVER 
College Park in 2019

413

students involved in
Student Ministries

295

2018-19
ACTUAL

NI General Contributions

NI Other Contributions

NI Other Income

Castleton

Greenwood

One Fellowship

TOTAL

$9,437,749
$2,279,976

$254,796
$690,473

-
-

$12,662,994

$10,636,317
$981,594
$204,743
$942,068
$612,483
$374,982

$13,752,187

2019-20 COLLEGE PARK
CHURCH CONSOLIDATED*

2019-20
ACTUAL**

*Multiply, Christmas Offering, La Vid Verdedera, and CPC Fishers are not included.
**2019-20 revenues are preliminary.

average attendance in nursery 
through 6th grade Sunday School

725

https://www.yourchurch.com/finances

